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CAMPYFREE: Campylobacter control strategies in poultry meat and derived meat products 
 

HIGHLIGHTS  

Integrated approach - farm to fork - on contamination of Campylobacter spp. development, 
validation and transfer of knowledge on effective strategies for the control and reduction of 
its prevalence. 

 

ABSTRACT  

Food safety is a growing consumer concern and an EU policy priority. In the context of 

zoonoses, Campylobacter spp. has justified an increasing interest, and in Europe, this 

bacterium is identified by EFSA (2015) as the most frequent pathogen causing 

gastrointestinal disease. The real situation of campylobacteriosis in Portugal is unknown. 

Birds are recognized as the main source of this pathogen. Thus, the primary objective of this 

initiative is to effectively control and reduce the prevalence of Campylobacter in chickens in 

order to benefit the health of the consumer. All operators involved in the production, 

processing and distribution of poultry meat and poultry products are responsible for the food 

safety of their products. As it is a fact that the control of this pathogen is difficult, all the 

agents of this productive area will benefit from the knowledge generated by this Plan of 

Action, namely the generated knowledge and the conclusions about the effectiveness of the 

interventions that will be tested, contributing in this way to enhance security and minimize 

the risks of transmission of this agent to the consumer. With the implementation of 

interventions along the production chain, previously validated as to their effectiveness, the 

operators involved will have gains related to the reinforcement of consumer and partner 

confidence in their products, minimizing the risks of product withdrawals not secure and the 

penalization of the image of the companies in this line. 
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